
 January 4, 2026 

We are St. Therese Catholic Church, a community of believers, 
who walk together by faith in Christ Jesus, and minister in the Little 

Way of St. Therese, as we strive hand-in-hand to live as God’s people.  

St. Therese Parish 
9525 W Bluemound Rd 

Milwaukee, WI 53226 

sttheresemke.org  
info@sttheresemke.org 

(414) 771-2500 
Facebook:@sttheresemke 

A Community of disciples, nourished by the Eucharist, caring for each 
other and reaching out to others. 

St. Vincent Pallotti Parish 

East Church 

5424 W Bluemound 

Milwaukee, WI  53208 

West Church/Office 

201 N 76th St 
Milwaukee, WI  53213 

stvincentpallotti.org  / vpallotti@stvpc.org 

(414) 453-5344  
Facebook: @stvincentpallottimke 

YouTube: @st.vincentpallottiparish 

The Epiphany of the Lord 
Matthew 2:1-12  

When I was 22, I went on a pilgrimage to Rome for the Jubilee Year of 2000. I was traveling light with just a backpack, one 
blue shirt and black pants, little money, and no Italian. I had a few close friends and one goal: to reach the Eternal City. 
Despite the challenges and deprivations, I felt alive in a way I had never known before. 

When do you feel most alive? I’d wager it’s not when you’re most comfortable or surrounded by stuff. Rather, it’s when your 
life is aimed at something great; when you’re on a meaningful and challenging journey with good friends. 

That’s the image the Magi give us in today’s Gospel. They set out from the East not with certainty, but with hope. They study 
the signs, discipline their attention, and journey together, offering the best they have when they find the newborn King. 

The Church gives us their story at the start of the year to reawaken something in us. We are not meant to drift. We’re meant 
to journey as pilgrims. The Jubilee Year of 2025 may have ended, but our pilgrimage has not. Like the Magi, the closer we 
get to Christ, the more alive we become.  — Father John Muir  ©LPi 



Bulletin Deadline: 
Monday, 8:00am 

Announcement Deadline: 
Thursday, 8:00am 

All submissions must be in writing to 
either Parish Office; email preferred. 

Parish Pastoral Council 
1st Wednesday of the Month at 7:00pm 

To contact a Parish Pastoral Council Member, 
send an email to council@sttheresemke.org or 
leave a message for them in either parish office. 

Meeting minutes are available in the parish offices. 
Chairperson 

Art Nennig 

Vice Chairperson 

Brett Surinak 

Secretary 

Jennifer Tierney 

Trustees 

Dennis Ferger – STP (414) 546-7330 

Christopher Gauthier – SVP (414) 302-1033 

Ann Maher – STP  (414) 698-7016 

Lenny Schaefer – SVP (414) 534-1450 

Members-At-Large 

Hospital Visits 

The Federal Privacy Regulation (HIPAA—
Health Insurance Portability & 

Accountability Act) prohibits hospitals 
from informing churches of a patient’s 

presence unless the patient gives 
permission for the hospital to do so.  If 

you are admitted to a hospital and would 
like a pastoral visit, please contact 

either Parish Office. 
Prayer List for Mass 

It is our privilege to pray at our weekend 
masses for those in need.  If you would 

like to add a name to the list, please 
contact either Parish Office. 

Need Prayer? 

Call the Prayer Network at 
(414) 810-9844 

Need Holy Communion? 

Call either Parish Office

David Helterbran 

Sr. Marilyn Metz 

Mary Noeske 

Linda Okruhlica 

Tom Ratkowski 

Saint Vincent de Paul 
(414) 462-7837 

Pastor of St. Vincent Pallotti Parish & St. Therese Parish 

Fr. Thomas Pulikkeel Chacko, SAC 

ext. 1 at St. Therese and ext. 102 at St. Vincent Pallotti 
fr.thomaspc@stvpc.org  
(414) 308-6238 

St. Therese Parish Office (414) 771-2500 

For Parish Emergencies After Hours, Push 0 

Office Hours 
Sunday: 10:00am to 11:00am 

Monday: 8:30am–12:00pm ; 12:00pm–3:30pm  Remote 

Tuesday: 8:30am-3:30pm    
Wednesday: Remote 

Thursday: 8:30am–12:00pm Remote ; 12:00pm–3:30pm 

Friday and Saturday: Closed  

St. Vincent Pallotti Parish Office  
(414) 453-5344  

Office Hours:  
Monday through Friday: 8:30am-3:30pm 

 

St. Vincent Pallotti Parish School Staff 
Office: (414) 258-4165     Fax: (414) 258-9844 

Director of Administrative Services 

Heather Goeden     ext. 2 

heather@sttheresemke.org 

Finance Director 
Christine Jensen     ext. 4 

christine@sttheresemke.org 

Choir Director 
Carrie Sanders 

Organist 
Kathy Luty 

Catechesis Ministry 

Contact the St. Therese Parish Office 

Director of Admin & Development 
Susana Cuellar     ext. 109 

sscuellar@stvpc.org 

Director of Liturgy & Music 

Carrie Sanders  (414) 258-4165         ext. 107 

csanders@stvpc.org  
Food Service Director  
Laura Ruiz-Reyes     ext. 120 

lruiz-reyes@stvpc.org 

Parish Secretary 

Heather Goeden     ext. 101 

heather@sttheresemke.org 

Bookkeeper 
Kari Utzerath     ext. 104 

kutzerath@stvpc.org 

Scrip Coordinator 
Therese Schaefer     (414) 534-3836 

Librarian 

librarian@stvpc.org 

Principal      
Joe Fryda     ext. 111 

jfryda@stvps.org 

Vice Principal      
Tracy Irwin     ext. 114 

tirwin@stvps.org 

Office Manager/Choice Coordinator   
Lirse Jones     ext. 110 

ljones@stvps.org 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 

Saturday: 3:15-3:45pm - St. Vincent Pallotti - West 
Sunday: 6:45-7:15am - St. Vincent Pallotti - East 
First Sunday of the Month: 8:15am - St. Therese 

Or by appointment on weekdays 

Blessing of the Sick 

After Mass on the First Full Weekend of the Month.  
You can also contact either Parish Office or Fr. Tom PC on his cell phone  

at (414) 308-6238 to arrange a visit. 
Baptism, Marriage and RCIA 

Please call either Parish Office. Preparation can take nine months or more. 
Funerals 

Contact either Parish Office to plan. 
Parish Membership / Support 

Anyone over age 18 is invited to register as an adult member.  
Please call either Parish Office for more information. 
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AG, Dorothy Ash,  Fr. Hugh Birdsall,  Peter Carlis, Brandon Choe, Irene 
Czarnecki,  Michael Czarnecki, Shirley Diciaula,  Nancy Dineen,  Berni 

Doberstein,   Dean Doberstein,   Kylie Doyne,  Dick Dufour,  Elizabeth and 
Elijah,  Theresa Gamsky,  Mary G,  Family G,  Sue Grignon,  Edwin Gunther,  

Matthew Harrison, Dan Heinz,  Josette Jaeger,  Andrew James ,  Mary 
Kirchner, Helen Klister, Julie Kross,  Ellen Lemkuiel,  Rachel Lund, Kathy 

Manthe,  Debbie Martin, Loretta Merz, Robert Metrey,  Hanna Miroslaw,  
Fr. Norm Oswald,  Celeste Rau, Jacob & Jaxson Rivera,  Kaity Shields,  
Michael Sullivan,  Robert Szablewski,  Beverly T., Rosann Thate,  Terry 
Valdovinos,  Mary Vanderbunt,  John Wachowiak, Chris Wehausen 

January Sanctuary Candle at STP 

    †Marcelline Valdovinos Hale                         
Sunday, January 4 

Readings Is 60:1-6/Ps 72:1-2, 7-8, 10-11, 12-13/Eph 3:2-3a, 5-6/Mt 2:1-12   
Monday, January 5 

Observance: St. John Neumann, Bishop   
Readings 1 Jn 3:22-4:6/Ps 2:7bc-8, 10-12a/Mt 4:12-17, 23-25   
     6:25am (svp-e)   
Tuesday, January 6 

Observance: St. André Bessette, Religious   
Readings 1 Jn 4:7-10/Ps 72:1-2, 3-4, 7-8/Mk 6:34-44   
     8:45am (stp) St. Therese Parish Community                   
     12:00pm (svp-w)                 
Wednesday, January 7   
Observance: St. Raymond of Penyafort, Priest 
Readings: 1 Jn 4:11-18/Ps 72:1-2, 10, 12-13/Mk 6:45-52 

     6:25am (svp-e)   
     8:15am (svp-w) School Mass        
     6:00pm (stp) St. Therese Parish Community          
Thursday, January 8   
Readings 1 Jn 4:19-5:4/Ps 72:1-2, 14 and 15bc, 17/Lk 4:14-22a   
      12:00pm (svp-w) †Evelyn Scheifen (Family) 
Friday, January 9   
Readings 1 Jn 5:5-13/Ps 147:12-13, 14-15, 19-20/Lk 5:12-16   
     6:25am (svp-e) Health and Well-being of Holly Middleton & Family  
             (K Schleicher)     
Saturday Mass, January 10  
Readings 1 Jn 5:14-21/Ps 149:1-2, 3-4, 5 and 6a and 9b/Jn 3:22-30  
     4:00pm (svp-w) Joan Wyman 

Sunday Mass, January 11 

Observance: The Baptism of the Lord   
Readings Is 42:1-4, 6-7/Ps 29:1-2, 3-4, 3, 9-10/Acts 10:34-38/Mt 3:13-17      
    7:30am (svp-e) Parishioners        
    9:00am (stp) †Jim Holmes and the St. Therese Parish Community  
  10:30am (svp-w)       

 

 

 

STP = St. Therese Parish         SVP-E = St. Vincent Pallotti East Church     
SVP-W = St. Vincent Pallotti West Church 

Sunday, January 4 

Prayer Shawl/Healing Blessing at SVP  
Maintenance Collection at STP/STP Office Closed 

 6:45am Reconciliation at SVP-E 

 7:30am Mass at SVP-E 

 8:15am Confessions at STP 

 9:00am Mass at STP – Live Streamed on Facebook 

  10:00am Blessing of the Sick at STP  
  10:00am Middle and High School Catechesis at St. Jude  
  10:30am Mass at SVP-W – Live Streamed and Posted  
Monday, January 5 

 6:25am Morning Mass at SVP-E 

 6:00pm Gr 1-6 Catechesis Program at St. Jude 

 6:00pm Kindergarten Catechesis Program at St. Jude 

Tuesday, January 6 

 8:45am Morning Mass at STP 

 12:00pm Afternoon Mass at SVP-W 

 4:00pm Guest House Meal Prep and Serve (offsite) 
 6:00pm Craft Circle at SVP-W 

Wednesday, January 7 

 6:25am Morning Mass at SVP-E 

 8:15am SVP School Mass at SVP-W 

 5:30pm Adoration at STP 

 6:00pm Evening Mass at STP 

 7:00pm Parish Pastoral Council Meeting at SVP-E 

Thursday, January 8 

 11:30am Adoration at SVP-W 

 12:00pm Afternoon Mass at SVP-W 

 1:00pm Bible Study at STP 

 4:00pm Choir Rehearsal at SVP-W  
 7:00pm Group 100 AA  
Friday, January 9  
 6:25am Morning Mass at SVP-E 

 9:00am Church Cleaning at SVP-W 

Saturday, January 10 

 3:15pm Confessions at SVP-W 

 3:15pm Rosary at SVP-W 

 4:00pm Mass at SVP-W 

Sunday, January 11 

Sharing Weekend 

 6:45am Reconciliation at SVP-E 

 7:30am Mass at SVP-E 

 9:00am Mass at STP – Live Streamed on Facebook 

 9:15am Children’s Liturgy of the Word at STP 

  10:30am Mass at SVP-W – Live Streamed and Posted  
 10:45am Children’s Liturgy of the Word at SVP-W 

To be included, please call either Parish Office.   
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Plastic Bags for Mercy Mats 

Just a quick reminder that we still collect plastic 
shopping bags to create Mercy Mats for the 
homeless. The bags are folded, cut into strips and 
then looped together to create PLARN (plastic 
yarn) that is then crocheted to make the mats. 
Because they are plastic, moisture is kept away from 
the body. They are big enough for a grown man to 
sleep on. 

You may drop them off at the entrance of all three 
churches where they will be picked up by a member 
of the Human Concerns committee. Thinner 
grocery bags work best. The thick Sendik’s bags 
unfortunately don’t work well for this project. 

If you are interested, you can help with the 
preparation and crocheting of the bags by going to 
the West Allis Library (75th and National) on 
Wednesdays from 3:00–5:30PM. More information 
is available on Facebook – Mercy Mats West Allis. 

Altered Bulletin Deadline 

Please note the following altered bulletin deadline: 

• January 25 Bulletin – Articles due January 12 at 8:00AM 

Looking to donate online? Go to either Parish website 
to make a contribution on our online giving websites. 

Thank you for your generosity. 

Schedule a Mass Intention 

Consider donating a Mass intention in memory 
of a loved one or in celebration of a special 

event. To donate, contact Heather Goeden in the 
Parish Office. 

The Stewardship Parish Support tables with each parish’s collection totals 
will be reported on the second weekend each month showing the entire 

previous month’s contributions. Thank you for your support! 
Please remember St. Vincent Pallotti and St. Therese Parish in your will. 

Sunday Masses Live-Streamed and Recorded! 
• The 9:00AM Sunday Mass at St. Therese Parish is live-streamed on 

their Facebook page and posted on their website after Mass. 

• The 10:30AM Sunday Mass at St. Vincent Pallotti is live-streamed and 
posted on their website and is also available on YouTube. 

Flower/Candle Memorial Donations for the Christmas 
Season at St. Therese Parish 

Consider remembering a loved one or honoring a special 
intention by donating a memorial toward the cost of 
flowers and candles for the Christmas Season. Complete 
the form below and return with your donation in the 
collection basket or send it to the Parish Office.  

Candle and Flower Donations—Please Print Clearly 

Donor Name ___________________________________________ 

Phone (          )__________________  Amount Enclosed  $_______ 

Select one:  ❑ In Memory  ❑ In Honor  ❑ In Thanksgiving 

Intention _______________________________________________ 

Publish in bulletin? ❑ Yes   ❑ No  ❑ Print intention, not donor 

Snow and Weather Closings  
In the event of snow or weather 
closings for the parish, please 
check Channel 12 WISN-TV or 
WISN.com (WISN website) for 
closures. Please also note to look 
for “St. Therese–Milwaukee” in 
Milwaukee County. 

Our first blood for 2026 will be on Saturday,  
February 7 in the St. Vincent Pallotti Parish Center 
from 8:00AM until Noon. All donors receive 
breakfast! You can register on the St. Vincent Pallotti 
website or call Cathy Healey at (414) 412–7940.  

St. Therese Sharing Weekend is Next Weekend: January 11 

The Sharing Weekend recipient for January is Eras Senior Network - 
Empowering Seniors and Engaging Generations.  

We support older adults (60+) across Milwaukee and Waukesha counites 
through no-charge, volunteer-powered services that promote 
independence, dignity, and connections. 

Eras serves older adults in all phases of aging - whether they need 
assistance, wish to volunteer, or need care for a loved one. Our services 
include: taking clients to their medical appointments, taking clients to the 
grocery store or picking up groceries for them, seasonal yard clean up 
and friendly phone calls. 

Donations can be made at Mass, mailed to the Parish Office or by 
using the QR code to donate online. If you are writing a check, 
please make it out to Eras Senior Network. We ask that all 
donations are made by Sunday, January 18.  
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Devotions, Explained!  
Epiphany Blessing 
The Epiphany household blessing is a centuries-old tradition 
that invokes God’s blessing on all who enter one’s home. 

All you need for an Epiphany blessing is chalk, which is usually 
made available by parishes either on the feast of the Epiphany or 
in the weeks leading up to it. There are a few different formulas 
for blessings out there, but the essence of the ritual is always the 
same: a priest or the head of the household calls down God’s 
blessing on the house and everyone who comes into it, and an 
inscription is made above the door in chalk. 

The inscription reads: the first two digits of the year + C + M + 
B + the last two digits of the year. The initials C, M and B 
represent the names of the magi — Caspar, Melchior and 
Balthasar — and also signify the Latin phrase Christus 
mansionem benedicat: “May Christ bless the house.”  ©LPi 

Fourth Sunday Formation 
Our next Fourth Sunday Formation sessions take place this 
weekend – December 27/28 after all Masses at both parishes. The 
topic will be about How to Celebrate Christmas (or the holidays in 
general) when life is hard. Please plan to join us! 

Bible Study 
Thursday Bible Study with Heather Warner resumes on 
Thursday, January 8 at 1:00PM at St. Therese. All are welcome 
to join at any time! 

From The Earth Ministry:  
Pope Leo Cements Church’s 
Commitment to Earth Stewardship 

In October 2025 at a conference attended by 
over 1000 religious leaders, scientists and activists, held to 
commemorate the 10 th anniversary Pope Francis’ Laudato 
Si’, Pope Leo firmly embraced the environmental agenda 
Francis laid out in his historic encyclical that put the church 
firmly on the side of protecting the planet. 

Leo thanked God for “this gift we have inherited from Pope 
Francis! The challenges identified in Laudato Si’ are in fact 
even more relevant today than they were ten years ago.” 

More recently, in November 2025 at the United Nations 
climate talks in Brazil, Pope Leo urged the nations attending 
to take “concrete actions” to stop climate change, telling them 
“humans are failing in their response to global warming and 
that God’s creation is ‘crying out’ in floods, droughts, storms 
and relentless heat.” He went on further to add “as stewards 
of God’s creation, we are called to act swiftly, with faith and 
prophecy, to protect the gift He entrusted to us.” 

Amen to that, most Holy Father! 

Thank You 
Thank you for all who made our celebrations of Advent and Christmas so meaningful, prayerful, and beautiful: 

• To our Liturgical Ministers and our Pastor Father Thomas PC, Help-Out Priest Father Norm Oswald, and the Pallottines. 

• To our sacristans and volunteers who make sure we have everything we need for our liturgical celebrations. 

• To Carrie Sanders, organist Kathy Luty, our choir, cantors, and guest musicians. 

• To our Advent Giving Committee, part of our Human Concerns Committee. 

• To those who decorated the church at all three locations. 

• To participated in the Advent Wreath lighting at each Mass of Advent. 

• To those who gave the parish a special “Christmas gift” donation. 
• To our Parish Staffs: for many things they do to support all the ministries of our parish community. 

• To all who attended and participated in our liturgical celebrations and outreach ministries this Holy Season! 

Blessed are Those Who Feed the Hungry 
It is a sad fact that the richest country in 
the world has more and more people in 
need of food assistance. We, the people, 
must follow the teachings of Jesus and 
help feed the hungry.  

St. Therese and St. Vincent Pallotti are 
collaborating on a program to collect food donations. 
Boxes are in the Bluemound entrance at St. Therese and 
in the vestibules at St. Vincent Pallotti for your food 
donations. 

All donations benefit the food pantry at Holy 
Assumption Parish. This is a year round giving 
opportunity. Thank you for your consideration to 
contribute to this important ministry. 

6 
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St. John Neumann | January 5 
St. John Neumann is the patron saint 
of educators, immigrants, and, due to 
the miracles that secured his 
canonization, sick children. This is a 
fitting patronage as he was a lover of 
education and learning from a very 
young age. In fact, when he was a 
child, his mother called him “my little 
bibliomaniac” due to his preoccupation with reading. Born in 
1811 Bohemia, in what is now the Czech Republic, he attended 
the university in Prague preparing for ordination. However, his 
local bishops were not ordaining new priests at the time 
because Bohemia was overstocked with priests. He inquired 
about ordination all over Europe but received the same answer 
everywhere. Not one to be deterred, John then applied to 
several United States dioceses. Receiving no immediate 
responses, the saint took a leap of faith and decided to just 
immigrate to the United States in 1836, during his 25th year, 
with only $40 in his pocket. This risk paid off when he was 
ordained in New York a month later. 

Early in his priesthood he worked primarily as a missionary to 
German immigrants in Buffalo. His missionary work also 
created an opportunity for him to spend time in Maryland, 
Virginia, Michigan, and Ohio. When he was 29, he joined the 
Congregation of the Most Holy Redeemer (Redemptorists), a 
congregation of priests and brothers dedicated to helping the 
poor and most abandoned. He was their first member to profess 
vows in the United States. 

In 1852, at the age of 41, Neumann became the fourth Bishop 
of Philadelphia. During this time, he organized the individual 
parochial schools in his region into a diocesan system. This 
change allowed Catholic schools to quickly increase the 
number of pupils enrolled by almost twentyfold. Over the 
course of his ministry, St. John expanded the number of 
Catholic schools in his diocese from 2 to 100! His passion for 
education extended to immigrants, like himself, and his love for 
learning languages made it possible for him to hear confessions 
in English, Spanish, French, Italian, Dutch, and Gaelic! 

A man of the people, he could often be found outside the 
church walls visiting people who were sick, staying in taverns 
and public houses to teach, and celebrating Mass in people’s 
homes at their kitchen tables. He was canonized on June 19, 
1977, following three miracles, two of which regarded the 
healing of youth from grave illnesses. St. John Neumann was 
the first American man to be canonized a saint. 

• You will be better connected with the parish and the parish 
will be better connected with you. 

• You will feel more “at home” when you attend Mass or 
other parish events. 

• It’s simple to do (call the Parish Office) and doesn’t cost anything! 
• You can make a difference. 

• Because you will be part of a world-wide family. 

• You can grow your own faith and help strengthen the faith 
of others.  

• Because Christianity is designed as a community-oriented 
religion. 

• To help you find a mission worthy of your life. 

• Because there are many needs in the world and the parish 
can help you focus on specific ones. 

Top Reasons to Join a Parish 
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2026 St. Vincent Pallotti Feast Day Celebration 
Join us on Sunday, January 18 

10:00am Feast Day Mass and Procession at the West Church 
There will also be 7:30am Mass at the East Church, but NO 9:00am Mass at St Therese. 

11:00am Potluck Luncheon in the Parish Center 
All are invited to join us for these celebrations. 

For the Potluck Luncheon, please use the Sign-Up Genius found on the                 
St. Vincent Pallotti website: www.stvincentpallotti.org or call the parish office.   

Dishes for the potluck should be dropped off  in the Parish center before the 10:00AM Mass. 
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ROMAN 
ELECTRIC

Plumbing, Heating & Cooling
Residential Work

640 S. 70th St.	 414-471-8565

3260 N 126th Street  

Brook�eld 

262.783.6000 

www.grossheating.com 

For all your heating 

 & cooling needs.

FREE Estimates  

100% Satisfaction Guarantee

BUNZEL’S 
OLD FASHIONED 
MEAT MARKET

Fresh Custom Cut  
Choice Meats

Party Trays • Catering
Thank You For Supporting 

A Family Tradition
Parish Member

9015 W. BURLEIGH 
873-7960 

www.bunzelmeats.com

4 Ambulance/Police  

4 Family/Friends 

4 GPS & Fall Alert

MDMedAlert!™

At HOME and AWAY!

md-medalert.com

$1995
/mo.

As Low As

800.808.9294CALL  

NOW!

You Need

IF YOU LIVE ALONE

Wisconsin

CatholicMatch.com/WI

LET’S GROW YOUR BUSINESS 

Place Your Ad Here  

and Support Our Parish!
 

CONTACT ME  
Sharon Boinski

 

sboinski@4LPi.com 

(800) 950-9952 x2978

www.bluemoundbowl.com

BRING IN  

THE FAMILY

ParishesOnline.com

Locate a Parish,
Find a Mass,
Read the Bulletin.

Masstimes.org provides
the most accurate liturgy
data in the U.S., and we are
grateful for their partnership. 

Powered by Masstimes.org


