
 April 12, 2026 

We are St. Therese Catholic Church, a community of believers, 
who walk together by faith in Christ Jesus, and minister in the Little 

Way of St. Therese, as we strive hand-in-hand to live as God’s people.  

St. Therese Parish 
9525 W Bluemound Rd 

Milwaukee, WI 53226 

sttheresemke.org  

info@sttheresemke.org 
(414) 771-2500 
Facebook:@sttheresemke 

A Community of disciples, nourished by the Eucharist, caring for each 
other and reaching out to others. 

St. Vincent Pallotti Parish 

East Church 
5424 W Bluemound 
Milwaukee, WI  53208 

West Church/Office 
201 N 76th St 
Milwaukee, WI  53213 

stvincentpallotti.org  / vpallotti@stvpc.org 

(414) 453-5344  
Facebook: @stvincentpallottimke 
YouTube: @st.vincentpallottiparish 

Second Sunday of Easter (Sunday of Divine Mercy) 
John 20:19-31 

“Then he said to Thomas, ‘Put your finger here and see my hands, and bring your hand and put it into my side, and do not be unbelieving, but 
believe.’” (John 20:27) 

In my early 20s, I volunteered at a parish youth group. I witnessed teens encountering Jesus with a fresh, romantic wonder that 
reminded me of my own teenage conversion. But something had changed in me. I was quietly jaded and cynical. When teens shared 
stories of encountering Christ, I’d want to sarcastically murmur, “Well, good for you.” I had grown suspicious of the zeal I once knew. 

Then we brought the group on a pilgrimage. I was standing in an old church in France, ignoring a long-winded tour guide. I found 
myself before a crucifix. In that moment, I heard something, not audibly, but unmistakably in my heart: “I came to be your friend… 
and you wish to be my enemy? Why do you stand far from me? I suffer gladly for you. I was pierced for you. Why do you run from 
me?” My heart opened. I saw how cold and cynical I had become. But Jesus had not given up on me. He had returned, and His 
mercy broke through. 

So I can relate to the scoffing — and transformation — of Thomas when the Risen Jesus presents his wounds for inspection. Thomas 
is not simply doubting; he is guarded, suspicious, even cynical. But Jesus comes to him. No lecture. Just understanding and mercy. He 
invites Thomas to touch his wounds. This burns away his cynicism like the morning mist. 

Divine Mercy Challenge: This week, rejoice with someone who is newly alive in faith. If  your own heart has grown 
skeptical or tired, ask Jesus to help you. He will.  — Father John Muir   ©LPi 



Bulletin Deadline: 
Monday, 8:00am 

Announcement Deadline: 
Thursday, 8:00am 

All submissions must be in writing to 
either Parish Office; email preferred. 

Parish Pastoral Council 
1st Wednesday of the Month at 7:00pm 

To contact a Parish Pastoral Council Member, 
send an email to council@sttheresemke.org or 
leave a message for them in either parish office. 

Meeting minutes are available in the parish offices. 

Chairperson 
Art Nennig 

Vice Chairperson 
Brett Surinak 

Secretary 
Jennifer Tierney 

Trustees 
Dennis Ferger – STP (414) 546-7330 
Christopher Gauthier – SVP (414) 302-1033 
Ann Maher – STP  (414) 698-7016 
Lenny Schaefer – SVP (414) 534-1450 

Members-At-Large 

Hospital Visits 
The Federal Privacy Regulation (HIPAA—

Health Insurance Portability & 
Accountability Act) prohibits hospitals 
from informing churches of a patient’s 

presence unless the patient gives 
permission for the hospital to do so.  If 

you are admitted to a hospital and would 
like a pastoral visit, please contact 

either Parish Office. 

Prayer List for Mass 
It is our privilege to pray at our weekend 
masses for those in need.  If you would 

like to add a name to the list, please 
contact either Parish Office. 

Need Prayer? 
Call the Prayer Network at 

(414) 810-9844 

Need Holy Communion? 
Call either Parish Office

David Helterbran 
Sr. Marilyn Metz 
Mary Noeske 

Linda Okruhlica 
Tom Ratkowski 

Saint Vincent de Paul 
(414) 462-7837 

Pastor of St. Vincent Pallotti Parish & St. Therese Parish 
Fr. Thomas Pulikkeel Chacko, SAC 
ext. 1 at St. Therese and ext. 102 at St. Vincent Pallotti 
fr.thomaspc@stvpc.org  
(414) 308-6238 

St. Therese Parish Office (414) 771-2500 
For Parish Emergencies After Hours, Push 0 

Office Hours 
Sunday: 10:00am to 11:00am 

Monday: 8:30am–12:00pm ; 12:00pm–3:30pm  Remote 

Tuesday: 8:30am-3:30pm    

Wednesday: Remote 

Thursday: 8:30am–12:00pm Remote ; 12:00pm–3:30pm 

Friday and Saturday: Closed  

St. Vincent Pallotti Parish Office  
(414) 453-5344  

Office Hours:  
Monday through Friday: 8:30am-3:30pm 
 

St. Vincent Pallotti Parish School Staff 
Office: (414) 258-4165     Fax: (414) 258-9844 

Director of Administrative Services 
Heather Goeden     ext. 2 
heather@sttheresemke.org 

Finance Director 
Christine Jensen     ext. 4 
christine@sttheresemke.org 

Choir Director 
Carrie Sanders 

Organist 
Kathy Luty 

Catechesis Ministry 
Contact the St. Therese Parish Office 

Director of Admin & Development 
Susana Cuellar     ext. 109 
sscuellar@stvpc.org 

Director of Liturgy & Music 
Carrie Sanders  (414) 258-4165         ext. 107 
csanders@stvpc.org  

Food Service Director  
Laura Ruiz-Reyes     ext. 120 
lruiz-reyes@stvpc.org 

Parish Secretary 
Heather Goeden     ext. 101 
heather@sttheresemke.org 

Bookkeeper 
Kari Utzerath     ext. 104 
kutzerath@stvpc.org 

Scrip Coordinator 
Therese Schaefer     (414) 534-3836 

Librarian 
librarian@stvpc.org 

Principal      
Joe Fryda     ext. 111 
jfryda@stvps.org 

Vice Principal      
Tracy Irwin     ext. 114 
tirwin@stvps.org 

Office Manager/Choice Coordinator   
Lirse Jones     ext. 110 
ljones@stvps.org 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 
Saturday: 3:15-3:45pm - St. Vincent Pallotti - West 

Sunday: 6:45-7:15am - St. Vincent Pallotti - East 
First Sunday of the Month: 8:15am - St. Therese 

Or by appointment on weekdays 

Blessing of the Sick 
After Mass on the First Weekend of the Month.  

You can also contact either Parish Office or Fr. Tom PC on his cell phone  
at (414) 308-6238 to arrange a visit. 

Baptism, Marriage and RCIA 
Please call either Parish Office. Preparation can take nine months or more. 

Funerals 
Contact either Parish Office to plan. 

Parish Membership / Support 
Anyone over age 18 is invited to register as an adult member.  

Please call either Parish Office for more information. 
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Alexandra Guliano, Dorothy Ash, Mark B., Fr. Hugh Birdsall, Peter Carlis, 
Brandon Choe, Irene Czarnecki, Michael Czarnecki, Nancy Dineen, Berni 
Doberstein, Dean Doberstein, Kylie Doyne, Elizabeth and Elijah, Theresa 

Gamsky, Mary G, Family G, Sue Grignon, Edwin Gunther, Matthew 
Harrison, Dan Heinz, Josette Jaeger, Andrew James , Janice Kandziora, 

Mary Kirchner, Helen Klister, Julie Kross, Ellen Lemkuiel, Rachel Lund, Kathy 
Manthe, Debbie Martin, Loretta Merz, Collette Massey, Hanna Miroslaw, 

Fr. Norm Oswald, Celeste Rau, Jacob & Jaxson Rivera, Kaity Shields, 
Michael Sullivan, Robert Szablewski, Beverly T., Rosann Thate, Terry 
Valdovinos, Mary Vanderbunt, John Wachowiak, Chris Wehausen 

April Sanctuary Candle at STP 

†Cletus(Smitty) and †Loretta (Lori) Van de Casteele 

Sunday, April 12  
Observance:  2nd Sunday of Easter (Divine Mercy)    
Readings  Acts 2:42-47/Ps 118:2-4, 13-15, 22-24/1 Pt 1:3-9/Jn 20:19-31    

Monday, April 13   
Observance:  St. Martin I, Pope and Martyr    
Readings  Acts 4:23-31/Ps 2:1-3, 4-7a, 7b-9/Jn 3:1-8    
     6:25am (svp-e) Well being & health of Claire Middleton, her 
    family, & caregivers (K Schleicher)   

Tuesday, April 14  
Readings  Acts 4:32-37/Ps 93:1ab, 1cd-2, 5/Jn 3:7b-15  
     8:45am (stp) †Eugene Ignarski           
     12:00pm (svp-w) Health for Family & Remembrance of †Joseph (T Ewert)                

Wednesday, April 15 

Observance:  Tax Day 
Readings  Acts 5:17-26/Ps 34:2-3, 4-5, 6-7, 8-9/Jn 3:16-21  
     6:25am   
     8:15am SVP School Mass        
     6:00pm The St. Therese Parish Community          

Thursday, April 16  
Readings  Acts 5:27-33/Ps 34:2 and 9, 17-18, 19-20/Jn 3:31-36  
      12:00pm (svp-w)   

Friday, April 17  
Readings  Acts 5:34-42/Ps 27:1, 4, 13-14/Jn 6:1-15 
     6:25am (svp-e)       

Saturday, April 18  
Readings  Acts 6:1-7/Ps 33:1-2, 4-5, 18-19/Jn 6:16-21  
     4:00pm  †Mary Winard (Family)  

Sunday Mass, April 19  
Observance:  3rd Sunday of Easter  
Readings  Acts 2:14, 22-33/Ps 16:1-2 and 5, 7-8, 9-10, 11/1 Pt 1:17-21/Lk 24:13-35      
    7:30am (svp-e) Parishioners        
    9:00am (stp)  The St. Therese Parish Community  
  10:30am (svp-w) Heavenly 68th anniversary blessings for  
     †Duane & †Wilma Griffin       

 

 
 

STP = St. Therese Parish         SVP-E = St. Vincent Pallotti East Church     
SVP-W = St. Vincent Pallotti West Church 

Sunday, April 12 – Divine Mercy Sunday 
Prayer Shawl/Healing Blessing at SVP 

Sharing Sunday/Birthday Sunday at STP 

 6:45am Reconciliation at SVP-E 
 7:30am Mass at SVP-E 
 8:15am Confessions at STP 
 9:00am Mass at STP – Live Streamed on Facebook 
 9:15am Children’s Liturgy of the Word at STP 
 10:00am Middle & High School Catechesis at St. Jude 
 10:00am Blessing of the Sick at STP 
 10:30am Mass at SVP-W – Live Streamed and Posted 
 10:45am Children’s Liturgy of the Word at SVP-W 
Monday, April 13 
 6:25am Morning Mass at SVP-E 
 6:00pm Gr 1-6 Catechesis Program at St. Jude 
 6:00pm St. Vincent de Paul Meeting at STP 
 6:00pm Craft Circle at SVP-W 

Tuesday, April 14  
 8:45am Morning Mass at STP 
 12:00pm Afternoon Mass at SVP-W 
 6:30pm Christian Formation Committee Meeting at STP 

Wednesday, April 15  
 6:25am Morning Mass at SVP-E 
 8:15am SVP School Mass at SVP-W 
 5:30pm Adoration at STP 
 6:00pm Evening Mass at STP 
 6:30pm Human Concerns Committee Meeting at STP 

Thursday, April 16  
 11:30am Adoration at SVP-W 
 12:00pm Afternoon Mass at SVP-W 
 4:00pm Choir Rehearsal at SVP-W  
 6:30pm Stewardship Committee Meeting via Zoom 
 7:00pm Group 100 AA  

Friday, April 17  
 6:25am Morning Mass at SVP-E 
 9:00am Church Cleaning at SVP-W 

Saturday, April 18  
Birthday Weekend and SVdP Collection at SVP 

 3:15pm Confessions at SVP-W 
 3:15pm Rosary at SVP-W 
 4:00pm Mass at SVP-W 

Sunday, April 19  
Birthday Weekend and SVdP Collection at SVP 

 6:45am Reconciliation at SVP-E 
 7:30am Mass at SVP-E 
 9:00am Mass w/ First Communion at STP –  
  Live Streamed on Facebook 
  10:00am Rosary Prayer Service at STP  
  10:30am Mass at SVP-W – Live Streamed and Posted  

To be included, please call either Parish Office.   
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Please Help Us Keep Our Prayer List Current 
It’s time to update our prayer list. It is our privilege to 
pray for the all who are in need. If you have submitted 
a name and would like that name to remain on our 
prayer list, please contact Heather Goeden by April 
27 by email at heather@sttheresemke.org, phone at 
either Parish Office, or by dropping a note for her in 
the collection basket. 

Candle and Flower Donations—Please Print Clearly 
Donor Name ________________________________ Phone (        ) ______________ 

Amount Enclosed  $_______ Select one:  ❑ In Memory  ❑ In Honor  ❑ In Thanksgiving 

Intention  ___________________________________________________________________ 

Publish in bulletin? ❑ Yes   ❑ No  ❑ Print intention, not donor 

Flower/Candle Donations for the Easter Season 
Easter continues through the Solemnity of Pentecost on 
May 24. Please consider a donation of any amount in 
memory of a loved one or for a special intention to help us keep fresh 
flowers and plants for the church environment during this Easter Season.  

Looking to donate online? Go to either Parish website to make a contribution on 
our online giving websites. Thank you for your generosity. 

Schedule a Mass Intention in Memory of a Loved One 
Please consider donating a Mass intention in memory of a loved one or 

in celebration of a special event. To donate, please contact Heather 
Goeden in the Parish Office. 

The Stewardship Parish Support for each parish is reported on the second 
weekend each month showing the entire previous month’s contributions. 

We appreciate your support! 

Please remember St. Vincent Pallotti and St. Therese Parish in your will. 

Sunday Masses Live-Streamed and Recorded! 
• The 9:00AM Sunday Mass at St. Therese Parish is live-streamed on 

their Facebook page and posted on their website after Mass. 

• The 10:30AM Sunday Mass at St. Vincent Pallotti is live-streamed and 
posted on their website and is also available on YouTube. 

SVP Library News:  
In an effort to get more books into the hands of more 
parishioners, the SVP library will be changing. Instead 
of you seeing a cart or a box's worth of books after 
one mass each month, you will be able to see books in 
shelves or racks in the vestibules at both the East and 
West sites any time you are at church. You will also be 
able to access the library's list of materials through the 
website. As soon as these changes are complete, there 
will be another announcement in the bulletin. 

This change is a great time for you to suggest 
improvements, tell me what kinds of books or other 
materials you are interested in, or volunteer (either 
as a general library volunteer or a volunteer on just 
one project). Just contact me if you are interested. 
You can, of course, still request a book or other 
materials. To volunteer, comment on the library, 
or request materials, please contact me at 
librarian@stvpc.org or leave a message for me at 
the Parish Office (414) 453-5344 

A big thank you to: Karen, Clark, and Sarah Eisenberger; Jim Jensen, Gloria 
Ratkowski, Pat Safavi, and Wiley Vivians for their help with cleaning the 

church at St. Therese for Easter.  

By following the “little way” of St. Therese, you made a big difference. 
Thank you to all who offered to help. I will keep you in mind for next time. 

– Christine Jensen 

Thank You... 
To all who planned, prepared, and ministered during Lent, Holy Week, and Easter:  

• All our liturgical ministers for their ministry and those who participated in the “special” ministries of the Triduum.  

• All who donated for the purchase of the palms, candles, and flowers for the Easter Season. 

• Shari Egan for coordinating our Lenten Almsgiving. 

• All who helped to ensure the decorations and church environments enhanced our worship. 

• Our staff for their extra preparation, ministry, and guidance. 

• The choirs, cantors, and instrumentalists for their preparation and extra ministry. 

• Our catechists and CLOW catechists for sharing their faith with our children.  

• Heather Warner for preparing our candidates for First Communion and Confirmation.  

• All parishioners who bring Communion to the Sick and Homebound.  

• Fr. Tom PC, SAC, Pastor and the Pallotines for their spiritual leadership and pastoral care. 

• Everyone who prayed and worshipped with us these holy days–all our visitors, former parishioners, and friends – in person and online. 

A Blessed Easter Season to all!  

St. Therese Parish Church Support 
Envelopes & Offertory – April 4/5 $     3,526.00 
Envelopes & Offertory – March 29 $     3,375.50 
Envelopes & Offertory – March 22 $     8,056.00 
Envelopes & Offertory – March 15 $     1,495.00 
Envelopes & Offertory – March 8 $     4,398.00 
Envelopes & Offertory – March 1 $     1,559.00 
Maintenance Donations $     1,407.00 
Lenten Almsgiving $     1,420.00 
Sharing Weekend (March 8) $     1,519.00  

Please remember St. Therese in your will! 
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Lenten Giving 2026 
THANK YOU! 
Our community changed lives this Lent and 
we want to say THANK YOU! for your 
alms and prayers for the Guest House of 
Milwaukee and Kathy’s House. Don’t forget 
to turn in your almsgiving donation this weekend.  

Visit guesthouseofmilwaukee.org and Kathys-House.org 
to learn more. Your donation can be made in church or 
by mail. Please make out checks to St. Therese or St. 
Vincent Pallotti Parish and label it Lenten Giving in the 
memo line. Questions? Call the Parish Office. 

St. Therese Sharing Weekend is This Weekend: April 12 
The Sharing Weekend recipient for April is Open Door 
Café. Open Door Café is a nonprofit meal program serving 
lunch to those experiencing hunger in downtown 
Milwaukee. Our doors are open to anyone who is hungry. 

We serve more than 3,000 meals each month and over 
40,000 meals each year to members of our community in 
need. With the support of partners such as Hunger Task 
Force, Feeding America, and generous donations from the 
public, we are able to provide hot meals and bag 
lunches six days a week. 

Donations can be made at Mass, mailed to the 
Parish Office or by using the QR code to donate 
online. If you are writing a check, please make it out to 
Open Door Café. We ask that all donations are given by 
Sunday, April 19. Thank you for your generosity. 

Pastoral Council Nominations Now Open 
The Parish Pastoral Council includes the Pastor, the 
Trustees, and members at large. Member-at-large terms are 
three years (July 1–June 30), and terms are staggered so new 
members are added each year. 

This year, three member-at-large terms end June 30. We are 
seeking three new members at large to begin July 1: 

• Two from St. Therese 

• One from St. Vincent Pallotti 

You may nominate yourself or nominate another parishioner. 

To nominate someone, please email Brett Surinak at 
cubmaster@pack105.org with the person’s name and 
parish (St. Therese or St. Vincent Pallotti). Brett or Fr. 
Tom will follow up with nominees to confirm interest.  

Nomination deadline: May 15. After nominations close, the 
Parish Pastoral Council will follow our normal discernment 
and selection process to confirm the new members. 

Please pray for guidance and consider who may be a 
good fit to serve. 

Help Us Congratulate Our Graduates! 
We would like to include the names of all our 
graduates (preschool through graduate and 

professional school) in our bulletin the weekend of May 10/11. 
Is someone from your family graduating this spring? Please 
submit the name of the person, the name of the school, and the 
diploma, degree, or certificate to Heather Goeden by May 4.  

Combined Parish Annual Meeting – Save the Date  
The First Combined Annual Parish Meeting will 
take place on Sunday, May 3. We will have Mass at 
10:00AM that morning at St. Therese and the 
meeting will follow. Please mark your calendars. 
More information will be in later April bulletins. All 
parishioners of St. Therese and St. Vincent Pallotti are invited.  

Yearly Summaries DUE April 20!   
In preparation for the Annual Parish Meeting ALL 
COMMITTEES/GROUPS/MINISTRIES are asked to submit 
a short report. Please include the highlights, activities and 
business from the past year, the names of the current members 
and the officers. Please submit these to Heather Goeden in 
writing, preferably by email. 

Trustee-Secretary Elections at Annual Meeting 
The election of the Trustee-Secretaries for both St. Therese and St. 
Vincent Pallotti Parishes will take place at this year’s Annual Meeting 
on Sunday, May 3. Ann Maher has agreed to be Fr. PC’s nominee 
for the St. Therese Trustee-Secretary position for another two-year 
term of office beginning July 1, 2026 and ending June 30, 2028. 
Lenny Schaefer has agreed to be Fr. PC’s nominee for the St. Vincent 
Pallotti Trustee-Secretary position for another two-year term of office 
beginning July 1, 2026 and ending June 30, 2028. 

If you are interested in the position of Trustee-Secretary at either 
Parish, candidates must be nominated, in writing, by 10 or more 
parish members. A nomination and signature form is available in 
the Parish Office for anyone who wishes to put their name in 
nomination. Any active, registered, fully-initiated parish member, at 
least 25 years of age, is eligible to run for Trustee-Secretary.   

According to Wisconsin State Statute187.19, “trustees are to be 
selected from and by the congregation.” Among other duties, the 
Trustee Secretary serves as an ex-officio member of the Parish 
Pastoral Council, the Finance Council, is a member of the Board of 
Directors of the parish corporation, signs proxy documents and all 
corporate reports, and signs parish checks with Trustee Treasurer, 
and the Parish Director. 

Nominations will close on Sunday, April 19. The election will take 
place at the Annual Meeting on Sunday, May 3. 

Bus Trip:  
Join Father Leon of the Pallottine Fathers, to 
New Hampshire and The White Mountains 
from June 20 to June 28, 2026. For 
information go to: www.diamondtours.com/
newhampshire or call Father Leon at (414) 
331-1273. 
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From The Earth Ministry:  
Earth Day 2026 – Get Involved! 

The 56th anniversary of Earth Day is 
Wednesday, April 22. In today’s bulletin you 
will find an insert which identifies a number 
of local celebrations and events where you can 
participate as part of your stewardship for our earth’s 
protection and revitalization. Copies are also available for 
the taking in the St Therese hospitality area. After mass 
today, please join in a celebration for all who have April 
birthdays at St. Therese, which includes Earth Day, 
“born” on April 22, 1970. The celebration is co-hosted by 
the Stewardship Committee and the Earth Ministry. 

Safe Environment Program – Did You Know... 
In 2025, in the Archdiocese of Milwaukee, over 155 Safe 
Environment Education Sessions were conducted with over 
2,000 adults trained in identifying signs of abuse and neglect, 
over 7,500 criminal background checks were conducted on 
clergy, employees, and volunteers, and about 42,000 children 
were trained in Safe Environment topics. Every year in the 
Archdiocese of Milwaukee, each parish and school are required 
to complete a report documenting their compliance with the 
Safe Environment Program's policies and procedures. The 
Archdiocese of Milwaukee Safe Environment Office used those 
reports to compile an archdiocesan report for USCCB audit 
firm Stonebridge Partners on our archdiocesan compliance 
with the Charter for the Protection of Children and Young 
People. The Archdiocese of Milwaukee has been found 
complaint every year since 2004. St Therese Reuniting Us As “…One 

Nation, Under God…”Prayer Service 
Please join us for our monthly prayer service 
after the 9:00AM Mass on April 19 at St. 

Therese as we seek to again become “…One Nation, 
Under God…” During this 25 minute service, we say the 
rosary and ask Mary to intervene for us with the Lord in 
seeking His help to reunite us as “…One Nation, Under 
God…” We end the service with a short meditation to 
remind us that while we are all different, we need to Love 
and respect one another.  
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Divine Mercy Sunday 
If you were born well before the year 2000, you know the feast of Divine Mercy has not 
always been celebrated in the Church. In the early 1900s, a young Polish nun began 
receiving private revelations. Jesus appeared to her during her times of prayer, speaking a 
message of mercy and love for the world. She received a set of prayers — the Divine Mercy 
Chaplet — and the request to have a feast day established to remind the Church of the 
mercy of God. St. Faustina died in 1938, on the cusp of war and in the midst of one of the 
most violent centuries in the history of the world. 

Her story and her diaries began circulating in Poland and beyond. It quickly became apparent that this was a holy young 
woman, and the cause for her canonization opened. In the year 2000, she was canonized by the first-ever Polish pope, St. John 
Paul II. On her canonization day, he established the second Sunday of Easter as Divine Mercy Sunday, “a perennial invitation 
to the Christian world to face, with confidence in divine benevolence, the difficulties and trials that mankind will experience in 
the years to come.”  ©LPi 

Prayer of Divine Mercy 
O Blood and Water that redeems and saves, have mercy on us! 

O Blood and Water that heals and restores, have mercy on us! 

O Blood and Water that strengthens and renews, have mercy on us! 

Amen.  ©LPi 



3260 N 126th Street  
Brookfield 
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