
 May 3, 2026 

We are St. Therese Catholic Church, a community of believers, 
who walk together by faith in Christ Jesus, and minister in the Little 

Way of St. Therese, as we strive hand-in-hand to live as God’s people.  

St. Therese Parish 
9525 W Bluemound Rd 

Milwaukee, WI 53226 

sttheresemke.org  

info@sttheresemke.org 
(414) 771-2500 
Facebook:@sttheresemke 

A Community of disciples, nourished by the Eucharist, caring for each 
other and reaching out to others. 

St. Vincent Pallotti Parish 

East Church 
5424 W Bluemound 
Milwaukee, WI  53208 

West Church/Office 
201 N 76th St 
Milwaukee, WI  53213 

stvincentpallotti.org  / vpallotti@stvpc.org 

(414) 453-5344  
Facebook: @stvincentpallottimke 
YouTube: @st.vincentpallottiparish 

Fifth Sunday of Easter 
John 14:1-12 

We generally approach life with the question, “What can this do for me?” We try a new workout, a low-carb diet, intermittent fasting, 
or a new career path, hoping it will make us healthier, stronger, happier. The assumption is that if I invest in this, I’ll eventually reap 
some benefit, or I won’t do it. 

It is easy to think of faith the same way: if I really practice my faith, what will it do for me? Will it make me calmer, more moral, 
more successful? 

But in today’s Gospel, Jesus says something astonishing. He doesn’t present himself as a teacher who shows us the way to life. He 
says, “I am the Way, the Truth, and the Life.” (John 14:6) He is not merely a guide toward some higher benefit. He is the benefit 
itself. To know Him is to know Life. 

Thomas Aquinas explains that every desire in the human heart — love, joy, meaning, all of our restless cravings — is really an indirect 
cry for life. Even despair testifies to this longing: people despair precisely because they feel they are not, and might never be, fully alive. 

The good news is that Jesus is not simply the means to a better life; He is Life itself. To believe in Him is to share in God’s own 
eternal vitality. Not simply later but even now. Faith is not a transaction that produces results — it is a union that fills us with joy. To 
be in communion with Christ is to be truly, fully alive.  — Father John Muir     ©LPi 



Bulletin Deadline: 
Monday, 8:00am 

Announcement Deadline: 
Thursday, 8:00am 

All submissions must be in writing to 
either Parish Office; email preferred. 

Parish Pastoral Council 
1st Wednesday of the Month at 7:00pm 

To contact a Parish Pastoral Council Member, 
send an email to council@sttheresemke.org or 
leave a message for them in either parish office. 

Meeting minutes are available in the parish offices. 

Chairperson 
Art Nennig 

Vice Chairperson 
Brett Surinak 

Secretary 
Jennifer Tierney 

Trustees 
Dennis Ferger – STP (414) 546-7330 
Christopher Gauthier – SVP (414) 302-1033 
Ann Maher – STP  (414) 698-7016 
Lenny Schaefer – SVP (414) 534-1450 

Members-At-Large 

Hospital Visits 
The Federal Privacy Regulation (HIPAA—

Health Insurance Portability & 
Accountability Act) prohibits hospitals 
from informing churches of a patient’s 

presence unless the patient gives 
permission for the hospital to do so.  If 

you are admitted to a hospital and would 
like a pastoral visit, please contact 

either Parish Office. 

Prayer List for Mass 
It is our privilege to pray at our weekend 
masses for those in need.  If you would 

like to add a name to the list, please 
contact either Parish Office. 

Need Prayer? 
Call the Prayer Network at 

(414) 810-9844 

Need Holy Communion? 
Call either Parish Office

David Helterbran 
Sr. Marilyn Metz 
Mary Noeske 

Linda Okruhlica 
Tom Ratkowski 

Saint Vincent de Paul 
(414) 462-7837 

Pastor of St. Vincent Pallotti Parish & St. Therese Parish 
Fr. Thomas Pulikkeel Chacko, SAC 
ext. 1 at St. Therese and ext. 102 at St. Vincent Pallotti 
fr.thomaspc@stvpc.org  
(414) 308-6238 

St. Therese Parish Office (414) 771-2500 
For Parish Emergencies After Hours, Push 0 

Office Hours 
Sunday: 10:00am to 11:00am 

Monday: 8:30am–12:00pm ; 12:00pm–3:30pm  Remote 

Tuesday: 8:30am-3:30pm    

Wednesday: Remote 

Thursday: 8:30am–12:00pm Remote ; 12:00pm–3:30pm 

Friday and Saturday: Closed  

St. Vincent Pallotti Parish Office  
(414) 453-5344  

Office Hours:  
Monday through Friday: 8:30am-3:30pm 
 

St. Vincent Pallotti Parish School Staff 
Office: (414) 258-4165     Fax: (414) 258-9844 

Director of Administrative Services 
Heather Goeden     ext. 2 
heather@sttheresemke.org 

Finance Director 
Christine Jensen     ext. 4 
christine@sttheresemke.org 

Choir Director 
Carrie Sanders 

Organist 
Kathy Luty 

Catechesis Ministry 
Contact the St. Therese Parish Office 

Director of Admin & Development 
Susana Cuellar     ext. 109 
sscuellar@stvpc.org 

Director of Liturgy & Music 
Carrie Sanders  (414) 258-4165         ext. 107 
csanders@stvpc.org  

Food Service Director  
Laura Ruiz-Reyes     ext. 120 
lruiz-reyes@stvpc.org 

Parish Secretary 
Heather Goeden     ext. 101 
heather@sttheresemke.org 

Bookkeeper 
Kari Utzerath     ext. 104 
kutzerath@stvpc.org 

Scrip Coordinator 
Therese Schaefer     (414) 534-3836 

Librarian 
librarian@stvpc.org 

Principal      
Joe Fryda     ext. 111 
jfryda@stvps.org 

Vice Principal      
Tracy Irwin     ext. 114 
tirwin@stvps.org 

Office Manager/Choice Coordinator   
Lirse Jones     ext. 110 
ljones@stvps.org 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 
Saturday: 3:15-3:45pm - St. Vincent Pallotti - West 

Sunday: 6:45-7:15am - St. Vincent Pallotti - East 
First Sunday of the Month: 8:15am - St. Therese 

Or by appointment on weekdays 

Blessing of the Sick 
After Mass on the First Weekend of the Month.  

You can also contact either Parish Office or Fr. Tom PC on his cell phone  
at (414) 308-6238 to arrange a visit. 

Baptism, Marriage and RCIA 
Please call either Parish Office. Preparation can take nine months or more. 

Funerals 
Contact either Parish Office to plan. 

Parish Membership / Support 
Anyone over age 18 is invited to register as an adult member.  

Please call either Parish Office for more information. 
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Alexandra Guliano, Dorothy Ash, Mark B., Fr. Hugh Birdsall, 
Peter Carlis, Brandon Choe, Irene Czarnecki, Michael Czarnecki, 
Nancy Dineen, Berni Doberstein, Dean Doberstein, Kylie Doyne, 

Elizabeth and Elijah, Theresa Gamsky, Mary G, Family G, Sue 
Grignon, Edwin Gunther, Matthew Harrison, Dan Heinz, Josette 
Jaeger, Andrew James , Janice Kandziora, Mary Kirchner, Helen 
Klister, Julie Kross, Ellen Lemkuiel, Rachel Lund, Kathy Manthe, 

Debbie Martin, Loretta Merz, Collette Massey, Hanna Miroslaw, 
Bob O’Neil,  Fr. Norm Oswald, Celeste Rau, Jacob & Jaxson 
Rivera, Kaity Shields, Michael Sullivan, Robert Szablewski, 

Beverly T., Rosann Thate, Terry Valdovinos, Mary Vanderbunt, 
John Wachowiak, Chris Wehausen 

May Sanctuary Candle at STP 
     For the Beitzel and Makowski Families                         

Sunday, May 3  
Observance: 5th Sunday of Easter    
Readings  Acts 6:1-7/Ps 33:1-2, 4-5, 18-19/1 Pt 2:4-9/Jn 14:1-12   

Monday, May 4       
Readings  Acts 14:5-18/ Ps 115:1-2, 3-4, 15-16/Jn 14:21-26    
     6:25am (svp-e)   

Tuesday, May 5 
Observance: Cinco de Mayo    
Readings  Acts 14:19-28/ Ps 145:10-11, 12-13ab, 21/Jn 14:27-31a  

Wednesday, May 6 

Readings  Acts 15:1-6/ Ps 122:1-2, 3-4ab, 4cd-5/Jn 15:1-8 
     8:15am SVP School Prayer Service        

Thursday, May 7  
Observance: National Day of Prayer  
Readings  Acts 15:7-21/ Ps 96:1-2a, 2b-3, 10/Jn 15:9-11  
      12:00pm (svp-w) †Katie Wilkinson (R Roegner) 

Friday, May 8 

Readings  Acts 15:22-31/ Ps 57:8-9, 10 and 12/Jn 15:12-17 
     6:25am (svp-e) †Scott Czaplewski (Family)      

Saturday, May 9  
Readings  Acts 16:1-10/ Ps 100:1b-2, 3, 5/Jn 15:18-21  
     4:00pm †Mary H. Reindl (M C Reindl) 

Sunday Mass, May 10  
Observance: 6th Sunday of Easter; Mother’s Day   
Readings  Acts 8:5-8, 14-17/Ps 66:1-3, 4-5, 6-7, 16 and 20/1 Pt 3:15-18/Jn 14:15-21      
    7:30am (svp-e) Parishioners        
    9:00am (stp) †Claire Dufour and the St. Therese Parish Community  
  10:30am (svp-w) †Angela Jackson (L Reichertz)     

 

 
 

STP = St. Therese Parish         SVP-E = St. Vincent Pallotti East Church     
SVP-W = St. Vincent Pallotti West Church 

Sunday, May 3 
Maintenance Collection Weekend & SCRIP Order Weekend at STP 
 6:45am Reconciliation at SVP-E 
 7:30am Mass at SVP-E 
 10:00am Mass at STP – Live Streamed on Facebook 
 11:00am Annual Parish STP & SVP Meeting at STP  
Monday, May 4 
 6:25am Morning Mass at SVP-E 
 6:00pm Gr 1-6 Catechesis Program at St. Jude 
 6:00pm Kindergarten Catechesis Program at St. Jude 

Tuesday, May 5 
 4:00pm Guest House Meal Prep and Serve (offsite) 

Wednesday, May 6 
 8:15am SVP School Prayer Service at SVP-W 
 7:00pm Parish Pastoral Council Meeting at SVP-E 

Thursday, May 7 
 11:30am Adoration at SVP-W 
 12:00pm Afternoon Mass at SVP-W 
 4:00pm Choir Rehearsal at SVP-W  
 6:30pm Knights of Columbus Meeting at SVP-E 
 7:00pm Group 100 AA  

Friday, May 8 
 6:25am Morning Mass at SVP-E 
 9:00am Church Cleaning at SVP-W 

Saturday, May 9 
Mother’s Day Blessing 

 3:15pm Confessions at SVP-W 
 4:00pm Mass at SVP-W 
 5:00pm Rosary at SVP-W 

Sunday, May 10 
Mother’s Day Blessing 

Sharing Weekend/Birthday Sunday/SCRIP Pick-Up Weekend at STP 
 6:45am Reconciliation at SVP-E 
 7:30am Mass at SVP-E 
 8:15am Confessions at STP 
 9:00am Mass w/ Children’s Liturgy of the Word at STP 
                       Live Streamed on Facebook 
 10:00am Blessing of the Sick at STP 
  10:30am Mass w/ First Communion & Children’s Liturgy of  
  the Word at SVP-W      Live Streamed and Posted 
 11:30am Prayer Shawl/Healing Blessing at SVP-W 

To be included, please call either Parish Office.   

 
Wlcome to  Therese Catholic Church, Milwaukee, Wisconsin May 3, 2026  l  5th Sunday of Easter 



St. Therese Sharing Weekend is Next Weekend: May 10 
The St. Therese Sharing Weekend recipient this month is the 
Milwaukee Chapter of the Christ Child Society. 

The Milwaukee Chapter of the Christ Child Society is dedicated to 
“following the child” by clothing newborns and children displaced from their 
homes; providing parental support; tutorial, literacy and other educational 
support as well as vision screening. We are committed to finding a need and 
filling it, the very principles of our foundress Mary Virginia Merrick, Servant 
of God, on her way to Sainthood. 

Donations can be made at Mass, mailed to the St. Therese Parish Office or by 
using the QR code to donate online. If you are writing a check, please make it 
out to Christ Child Society. Thank you for your generosity. 
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See you at the Combined Annual 
Meeting This Sunday! 
The annual meeting fulfills our legal 
requirements as corporations. At the Annual 
Meeting, we will vote to approve the Trustee 
Secretaries of both parishes, the Finance 
Councils will provide a financial update for both 
parishes, we will review the committee booklet, 
and Fr. PC will present his vision for the future.  

We invite you to attend, ask questions, and 
provide your input. A light lunch will be served. 
We hope you will join us.  

Looking to donate online? Go to either Parish website to make a contribution on 
our online giving websites. Thank you for your generosity. 

Schedule a Mass Intention in Memory of a Loved One 
Please consider donating a mass intention in memory of a loved one or 
in celebration of a special event. To donate, please contact Heather 
Goeden in either Parish Office. 

Sunday Masses Live-Streamed and Recorded! 
• The 9:00AM Sunday Mass at St. Therese Parish is live-streamed on 

their Facebook page and posted on their website after Mass. 

• The 10:30AM Sunday Mass at St. Vincent Pallotti is live-streamed and 
posted on their website and is also available on YouTube. 

An Easy Way to Help 
Have you ever considered a very small way to 
help at Mass? How about bringing down the 
bread and wine at offertory time? It takes no 
experience and is definitely not a big time 
commitment. Please let an usher, sacristan, or 
hospitality minister know you are interested. 

Candle and Flower Donations—Please Print Clearly 
Donor Name ________________________________ Phone (        ) ______________ 

Amount Enclosed  $_______ Select one:  ❑ In Memory  ❑ In Honor  ❑ In Thanksgiving 

Intention  ___________________________________________________________________ 

Publish in bulletin? ❑ Yes   ❑ No  ❑ Print intention, not donor 

St. Therese Flower/Candle Donations for the Easter Season 
Easter continues through the Solemnity of Pentecost on 
May 24. Please consider a donation of any amount in 
memory of a loved one or for a special intention to help us keep fresh 
flowers and plants for the church environment during this Easter Season.  

The Stewardship Parish Support for each parish is reported on the second 
weekend each month showing the entire previous month’s contributions. 

We appreciate your support! 

Please remember St. Vincent Pallotti and St. Therese Parish in your will. 

Help Us Congratulate Our 
Graduates! 
We would like to include the names 

of all our graduates (preschool through graduate 
and professional school) in our bulletin the 
weekend of May 10/11. Is someone from your 
family graduating this spring? Please submit the 
name of the person, the name of the school, and 
the diploma, degree, or certificate to Heather 
Goeden by May 4.  

Rosary Change for St. Vincent Pallotti 

Through October 31, Rosary on Saturdays at 
the West site will be AFTER the 4:00pm Mass. 

Upcoming Changes to Office Hours  
St. Therese 
• Sunday, May 24 – Sunday, May 31: Closed 

St. Vincent Pallotti 
• Monday, May 24: Closed for Memorial Day 

Altered Weekday Mass Schedule 
Please note that we will not have weekday 
Masses on Tuesday, May 5 or Wednesday, May 
6 at either parish due to the Spring Priest 
Assembly. Adoration on May 6 is also canceled. 
We will resume our normal weekday Mass 
schedule on Thursday, May 7. 

Many thanks go to all parishioners who attended 
and contributed to our McTeacher night at 

McDonald’s on Wednesday, April 22. We were 
able to raise close to $500 for school programming 
and it was great to see school families and parish 

members build community together.  
 

Thank you for all of your support for St. Vincent 
Pallotti Catholic School! 
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St. Therese May Crowning: 
Sunday, May 10  
During 9:00AM Mass 

Marian Shrine May Crowning: 
Sunday, May 10 (Mother’s Day)  
2:00PM at the Archdiocesan Marian 
Shrine (corner of 68th & Stevenson) 

This event will include:  

• Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament,  

• Traditional May Crowning of Our Lady’s statue by a 
First Communicant 

• Street procession with rosary, hymns, reflection, and  
Benediction.  

Bishop Jeffrey Haines will preside. This is an outdoor 
event; please bring a lawn chair. In case of rain, go to  
St. Vincent Pallotti - West. 
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Committee Report: Parish Pastoral Council 
Key items from the April Parish Pastoral Council meeting:  

• Pastor shared his view of the future for Collaborating 
Parishes. PPC supports the Pastor’s vision and this will 
be presented at the Combined Parish Annual Meeting 
on May 3. 

• PPC reviewed the letter the Pastor sent to Parishioners 
before the May 3 meeting. PPC recommended several 
changes that were incorporated into the letter. 

• It was agreed that the presentation should be positive and 
support the position that we will be stronger together. 

• The Combined Annual Parish meeting agenda was 
reviewed and changes made as PPC approved it. 

• There was an update on Parish Pastoral Council nominees 
for this next year. St Therese is still looking for another 
nominee to fill its members whose terms are ending. 

• Committee Liaisons updated Council on the various 
Committees activities: 

• A vice chair is needed for Human Concerns Committee 

• Stewardship needs a chairperson and we need some 
additional members 

• Prayer and Worship and Christian Formation were 
thanked for the efforts that went into the Lenten 
Mission and the Holy Week Services 

Next Council meeting will be May 6 at 7:00PM in the 
Upper Room at Pallotti House. 

Fourth Sunday Formation 
Thank you to everyone who attended the Fourth Sunday 
Formation sessions last weekend. We hope you learned 
more about Marian Apparitions. We hope to see you at 
our next sessions on May 23/24. Bring a friend! 

Pastoral Council Nominations Due May 15 
The Parish Pastoral Council includes the Pastor, the 
Trustees, and members at large. Member-at-large terms 
are three years (July 1–June 30), and terms are staggered 
so new members are added each year. 

This year, we are seeking two new members at large 
from St. Therese to begin on July 1. 

You may nominate yourself or nominate another parishioner. 

To nominate someone, please email Brett Surinak at 
cubmaster@pack105.org with the person’s name. Brett or 
Fr. Tom will follow up with nominees to confirm interest.  

Nomination deadline: May 15.  

After nominations close, the Parish Pastoral Council will 
follow our normal discernment and selection process to 
confirm the new members. Please pray for guidance and 
consider who may be a good fit to serve. 

From The Earth Ministry: 
Why is Bamboo in the News? 
Bamboo plants are a type of grass. 
They grow amazingly fast, from 
inches to feet per day. Bamboo is 

native to China, Japan, central and southern Africa, India, 
Southeast Asia, and most of South America and Central 
America. There are even native species of bamboo in the 
American Southeast. 

Bamboo is being studied as a sustainable alternative material 
because is grows very quickly and matures in one year. It has 
an extensive root system which is good for erosion control. 
When the above ground shoots are harvested, new shoots arise 
from the root without need for replanting. Bamboo requires 
less water than many alternatives (cotton, hardwood trees.) It is 
also good at absorbing atmospheric CO2, one of the 
greenhouse gases causing global warming. Bamboo is fairly 
resistant to pests and diseases and doesn’t require pesticides or 
other toxins. Bamboo can be used for a variety of purposes: 
fabrics, flooring, and many household items often made of 
wood or plastic (e.g. toothbrush handles.) Bamboo is 
biodegradable, unlike plastics. 

Bamboo is not the perfect solution to everything. A future 
article will discuss concerns. 
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Safe Environment Program: Did You Know? 
All clergy, employees, and volunteers are required to meet all 
of the requirements of safe environment certification. 
Certification includes participating in training on recognizing 
signs of abuse and neglect, identifying grooming behaviors, 
training in maintaining boundaries, and mandatory reporting; 
reviewing the Code of Ethical Standards and the Social Media 
and Digital Communication Policy, and undergoing a criminal 
background check. Certification is required prior to beginning 
ministry and subsequently every five years. 



3260 N 126th Street  
Brookfield 

262.783.6000 
www.grossheating.com 

For all your heating 
 & cooling needs.

FREE Estimates  
100% Satisfaction Guarantee

4 Ambulance/Police  
4 Family/Friends 
4 GPS & Fall Alert

MDMedAlert!™

At HOME and AWAY!

md-medalert.com

$1995
/mo.

As Low As

800.808.9294CALL  
NOW!

You Need
IF YOU LIVE ALONE

Wisconsin

CatholicMatch.com/WI

www.bluemoundbowl.com

BRING IN  
THE FAMILY

Residential Electric, Plumbing 
Heating & Cooling

414-471-8565 
RomanElectricHome.com

Contact Sharon Boinski
sboinski@4LPi.com
(800) 950-9952 x2978
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BUNZEL’S BUNZEL’S 
OLD FASHIONED OLD FASHIONED 
MEAT MARKETMEAT MARKET

Fresh Custom Cut Choice Meats
Party Trays • Catering

Thank You For Supporting 
A Family Tradition

9015 W. Burleigh    414-873-7960 
www.bunzels.com

CHRONIC PAIN RELIEF
Without Surgery or Steroids

THE SOLUTION YOU’VE BEEN PRAYING FOR
$250 OFF 

FIRST 

TREAT
MENT 414-240-9424 • qckinetix.com

WISCONSIN AREA 
LOCATIONS
• QC Kinetix - Mequon
• QC Kinetix - Greenfield


